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DearMrs. M

\  Jamso glad I have had you as a teacher. over the past two years. You
M—-
OLSOARMEAD
. have helped me excel in writing, and my readmg vocabulary has expanded
.

Wﬁi\g;? As we worked in class, you gave us literary examples like similes, yé\&w
. metaphoré,'and hyperboles just to name a few. Ever since you introduced the \)ﬁ\’ W |

T-chart last year, it has helped me to answer my open r_esponses with morW er

‘Mconﬁdence. @1&13 helped me bofh in reading and Writing W

W : My most memorable lessons w1th you were readmg aloud books [ike

Monsters on Maple Street, Maniac Magee and even The Tltamc' My
favorite was when' we read Bridge to Terabithia. This story had a lot of
different characters and dialogue..I chose to read the part of Leslie. It told ., cral |

| | .
about a girl and a boy that decided they wanted to create a magical world of W

- their o.wn,. Terabithia. Bridge to Terabithia éafe me some great ideas {o use -
. in my pieces, so I'm glad we read it. -
-At first T theugh‘t that looking up literary d‘eﬁn‘_itione was too time
consuming, but now I realize how valuable these lessons were. T learned

e

about new words and their meanings, and I can now make new words by

——

gy

i adding prefixes and suffixes. Thanks!

_...\_»




~ Portfolio Title: The Crash
‘Reflective Entry Title: Dear Mrs. H

2 Content(2, 2, 2)

The writing atiempts to establish a narrowed purpose of reflecting on literacy growth as evident
with the fast line of the first paragraph “This has helped me with both reading and writing.” The
reader sees a lapse in focus in the final paragraph with the line * got a 98% on my CATS test
-last year.” CATS test scores are not an indicator of a writer's ability to reflect upon literacy
growth.

- Some awareness of audience is seen in the second paragraph when the writer speaks directly
to Mrs. H saying “You have helped me excel in writing, and my reading vocabulary has
expanded.” -

Though there is some idea development, it is unelaborated with phrases such as “l learned
about new words and their meanings...” in the third paragraph.

2  Structure (2, 2, 2)

The writing demonstrates logical organization with some lapses in coherence. The writing also.
demonstrates some effective transitional elements (e.g. “Another thing” and “Overall”).The piece
contains mostly simple sentences.

2 Conventions (3, 2, 2)

The writing demonstrates control of grammar and usage relative to the length and complexity of
the piece. The writing also demonstrates imprecise word choice. {e.g. “alot,” “it told,” “this”) The
writing demonstrates some control of correctness with errors that do not interfere with
communication. For example, in the final paragraph commas should have been utilized to offset

" the direct address to Mrs. M. While this is an error, the lack of commas does not interfere with
communication.

Instructional Implications

Teachers may use this sample during instruction to address such issues as:
e More analysis and insight related to literacy experiences for more depth




- bottom as he tmade his Wayrdown the hallway leading towards his mom’s

+ . rootti. He ¢ould hear her scréaniing for help, which ﬁade hiini push oti. J%W ajg/
“Please, someone help me!” screamed Jake’s mom. - %Wﬂ
“Meom; if you ean hear me; I’'m coming.” Jake assured:

- He heard his mom crying and screaming in pain as he neared the door 7
tjo her room. He turned the doorknob and the door slowly opened. The@ A M
‘ _ ' C ot

Hig ot ofi thie floor with rubble piled ot top of Ker. Jake lisiped over & His

. mom’s side and tried to calni her. She was crying hysterically in pain and in

shoek. He needed to get to her te see her in’juﬁesi but he had to get

everything off her, first. He grabbed little sections of walls, boards, and glass

onsh?

ot

~and thr_ewlthem in the opposite direction with every ounce of energy he had - /0

left i kit The whicle time his mom was screamifig i pair. He saw that §H¢*" _

had some deéep cuts on her back, legs, and arms, His mom could barely

~4-




hu@an she already was. She was loaded onto another ambulance,

aid they were both fiished to fﬁe taspital,

ot

2 M Back at the residence{ on lookers Were gathered arouind the house

M awaiting answers. The police efﬁeers said that they will not give out any

information as of this time, and fire fighters that went into the house were
' in%érviewed, but none of thém said much. Most of thém. were almost too
stiitiried o speale. Tﬁé hﬁﬁéé was blocked off dlt ths way dround it witk
yellow and black do not cross tape, and police officers covering the whole
area. An odd leoking; black car pulled up on the street beside the house and

9—{ M two big, muscular men stepped out of the {rehicle. They both made their way

W‘}P ) [ past the rej;)ortérs and onlookers and walked over 1o a group of police
’Bob ' officers standing 1A 4 huddle diééﬁs‘s'iﬂg the situation on their hasds, ' p@ﬁd’

ﬁ?ﬁ “Excuse me, officers, but we need to talk to the captain. This is \,a
M@&%

invelving impertant business. matters,” d@@lamd the- man. A police ofﬁser n \?}(}y
& iaiatall el

a blue suit with a shiny, gold badge pmned to the left side of his shirt \—‘*>

G

4}

. stepped forward.

S ' ' ¥
“T anif the captais here, What's the probles, gertleren?”
“Sir, we are with the C, LA, and We are here about the cargo on this Q&f“}&

plane,” they hoth sheweel their badges to the officer. “This plane was

MM (D,.




 brokeit botte i Her left leg, severe cuts on her bick and legs, and she was

treated for a cut ot her forehead, just above her lsft eyebrow They Wete

both treated for infection in their cuts. Jake and his mom stayed. mth

hospltal for four days to-be monitored, just inecase their injuriesfoofjworse;

\ 3
Whit they wers lookitig for, 4 police officer wenf fo the Rospital t6 chisck of | W |

Jake and hls mom, and to get permission to go ahead and destroy the rest of

the house and get them a new one since there was not much Ieft ef thelr old

W one. Jake and his imom came to a decision later that evening to go ahead and _

~demolish the rest of their house. It was a hard decision for them, but they

kitew It jiist Had o be donie. After Jake atid his miom were released fiom (e
-hospital, they were taken to their new home. It wasu.a..bhle,.t\a,ronstary house,

a f@w blocks down the road from where their old house was.

“Wow, this place is beautiful,” exclaimed Jake’s mom.

“1 agree with you, Mom. Tms@law4&aa£s@md voplied Jake

M exeitedly,

After Jake and his mom got settled into their new home, they started

% 6 Tive a normal 1ife agdin. They sﬁll 1ook back on that horrific day, and they

: P—% 3




Portfolio Title: The Crash
Personaliliterary Entry Title: The Crash‘

2 Content (2, 2, 2)

. The writing attempts to establish a narrowed purpose of entertaining the audience with the story
of a plane crash. However, there is a lapse in focus with random details added to the story.

. The writer demonstrates some voice when referring to the actions of the character. The
character behaves in a heroic manner “He grabbed little sections of walls, boards, and glass,
and threw them in the opposite direction with every ounce of energy he had leftin him.” The
writing demonstrates some idea development though the details are at times repetitious and
unelaborated (e.g. “He got more terrified as each agonizing moment went on...”).

2 Structure (2, 3, 2)

The writing demonstrates logical organization with lapses in coherence. For example, on page
five, the writing jumps from a scene at the neighbor's house back to the scene of the crash with
firefighters and police officers “rushing to the door to help him.” The writing demonstrates some
effective transitional elements using phrases such as “on the other hand” to indicate the conirast
between Jake's condition and his mom’s condition. While there is evidence of an attempt at
more complex sentences, the writing demonstrates mostly simple sentences throughout the
piece.

2 Conventions (3,2, 2)

The writing demonstrates control of grammar and usage relative to the length and complexity of
the piece but mostly contains simple words and some imprecise word choice (e.g. “got” and
“done”). Overall, the writing demonstrates some control of correctness with errors that do not
interfere with communication.

instructional implications:

Teachers may use this sample during instruction to address such issues as:
o Thoughtshots and Snapshots—careful idea development
e Diction—precise word choice




,Qoeéic.aﬂ QL%OJU'BOS“@M [rangiticno
7549’\ ¥ iwadings How forest fires are started...
Forest fires always start by one of two ways, naturally caused

or human eaused. Lightning generally starts natural fires, but some
~, are caused by spontaneous combustion (ignition of a substance) of >
dry fuel such as sawdust and leaves. On the other hand, human-
caused fires can be due to a number of reasons. Some of these
reasons inclide careless smoking habits, campfires being left
unattended, or a warming fire that got away, and the most alarming
of all, arson. Human-caused fires account for the greatest majority
of the total acreage of land burned. If left undetected, these types .
of fires can burn for hours and days before being noticed by |
anyotie. I was surprised to learm that fires can be started in severat
different ways. I have provided you with a list below.

Fire Causes in Kentiscky- 19-97—2@0'6

Lightnirig 60 R
Gampire . R |1
Smokin: ' o 26k 2
) Seﬁﬁ's Burning - 7 |3,90% 28
Arsen” . é‘rﬁﬁ.&'._, 122
Equipmientuss 371 7
Rallrpad. ] sz !
chilgren. o 165 1.
Miscellaneoz_';,s- . 1,127 8
Total ] " 15,005 _ - l1oe

Some destructive effects of wildfires. ..

o Most people don’t realize how many areas of nature forest -
fires affect. Forest fires destroy a lot more things than just trees
and plants. The huge blazing flames kill birds, turtles, rabbits,

%\k:

o
o




» Know your county’s outdoor burning regulations. ‘Unlawful
trash burning is a punishable offense.

While. gathering information on forest fires, I have
learned how destructive they can be, and how fires
cah_damage our state’s woodlands. Remember,_ the
most preventive technigue concerning forest fires is
telling people all of the information on the dangers of

them. X atizinpt +o e otabteok
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